










6  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 3.  Preliminary study for location of the new senior housing structure. Two clusters of four units 
each are linked to one another and to the existing Intergenerational Center (IGC) by causeway atriums. 
Mithun Architects. 

Figure 4.  Aerial view of proposed new "Hope House" residences (top center) and new Community Center 
addition (left foreground). Mithun Architects. 
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The circle of care 

Every senior at Hope Meadows will insist that “we are here to help the kids.”  Few fully realize, however, 
that as they age and become less able to engage in their usual activities, they continue to provide an 
important benefit: they offer the children an opportunity to “give back” some of what they have received 
and feel useful and important in the life of another being. Again, a look at Maslow’s hierarchy of needs 
explains why this is the case, for it suggests that people who are struggling to get lower-order needs met 
(food, shelter, security, stability and affection) are not in a good position to address higher-order needs 
that require the ability to care for others (Maslow, 1968, 1999, pp. 53-67). Children who have been 
neglected and abused, as is the case for many who 
have come to Hope Meadows, often find it 
difficult to get beyond their own fears about 
having their basic needs met. 

Caring for seniors presents a unique learning 
opportunity for children – one of profound 
importance. Learning to respond to others with 
caring forms the basic building blocks of moral development – a goal shared by families, communities, 
and nations (Noddings, 2002). In short, the continued presence of seniors at Hope Meadows provides 
children ongoing opportunities to engage in the kind of reciprocity so important to moral development.  
Interdependence, the capacity to enjoy mutual support and caring in relationships, is a key developmental 
task that can be conceived of as a circle of caring and contribution to the well-being of others. At Hope 
Meadows the links in this circle are children, parents, and seniors.  

When a senior leaves Hope Meadows due to the lack of safe and appropriate housing, a vital link in the 
circle of care is broken and children are denied opportunities to learn about compassion, reciprocity and 
interdependence; to feel that they matter to others; and to continue to develop their moral capacity. To the 
contrary, failing to meet seniors’ housing needs teaches children that some community members are 
expendable, and that they are obliged to care for others only when it is easy to do so.  At Hope Meadows, 
where the community is the main intervention, tearing the social fabric compromises its effectiveness and 
ability to fulfill its mission. With the creation of a senior housing alternative (a “Hope House”), important 
relationships will be sustainable even through the final stages of life, keeping the circle of care unbroken. 

The continued presence of seniors at 
Hope Meadows provides children 

ongoing opportunities to engage in 
the kind of reciprocity 

so important to moral development.
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