
It has been fifteen years of living at generations of Hope  Where do we begin to remember? 

We were accepted as a Hope family in April of 1994.  We moved into our new home in May of 1994.  Where has the time gone?  

Our family was already full-sized when we came here.  Kenny and I had already adopted four children, were in the process of 

adopting a fifth child as well as having birthed one child.  What were we thinking about adding more children to the ones  we 

had? 

Were we thinking?  Most certainly!  We knew that we had a lot to offer to a program such as Hope.  We were foster parents six 

years prior to coming here.  We had experience in many areas, that could be shared in helping and preparing other foster par-

ents.  Over the years I have found that every day is a new learning experience for us as parents as well as for our children. 

We often question ourselves, wondering if our choices, decisions, guidance, time, and love have made a difference.  You know 

youõve made the difference when you have a child,  placed with you at thirteen months who is said to be failure-to-thrive and will 

only be a temporary placement, graduate from high school eighteen years later, and is now on his way to college. Success is im-

portant to these children. Many of the people that have watched this young man grow up these past 15 years were there to sup-

port him on his accomplishments. 

Yes, we have had good times, and not so good times, sad times, fun times, and other times.  Itõs not always been easy, but being 

here at Hope has made it easier than normal.  The families have supported each other. Our senior grandparents have always 

been there for whatever they can do.  The Hope staff doesnõt just work 8ñ5.  They are always available when they are needed.  

We are not alone on this journey.  Here at Hope someone always has a kind word or a hand to lend, even an ear to listen.  The 

whole neighborhood has the same thing in common: The children.      Conõt. p 3. 

Dear Friends, 

As you know, I started Hope Meadows with 

tremendous help  from a number of friends 

in 1994.  Many things have changed, yet 

much has also remained the same.  Fifteen 

years ago I saw a huge need for a way to 

support families who wanted to adopt chil-

dren from the foster care system.  There 

were about 52,000 children in state care in 

Illinois, with very few legally free for adop-

tion.  There is no question, however, that 

the number of children who needed to be 

adopted was very large.  Today, there are 

about 15,000 children in foster care in 

Illinois.  Of these, there are under 50 chil-

dren listed with the State as free for adop-

tion, or have pending, termination of paren-

tal rights.  What a difference fifteen  years 

makes!  
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the hope herald  
Our mission is to develop and sustain the intergenerational neighborhood, Hope Meadows, for 

adoptive families of foster children that promotes permanency, community, and caring relation-

ships, while offering safety and meaningful purpose in the daily lives of older adults. 

One thing has not changed,  All of these 

children, like all children, need a stable, 

caring home with at least one deeply 

caring adult champion.  And this cham-

pion must see these children and youth 

in the same way they see any ordinary 

child.  Looking at children this way has 

always been fundamental to Hopeõs poli-

cies and practices.   

The importance of supportive intergen-

erational relationships to our well-being 

also has not changed.  Last week an 

elder at Hope who has lived there with 

her husband for most of our 15-year 

history told me her husbandõs  mental  

and physical health was deteriorating 

rather rapidly, yet he still goes to the IGC 

every morning for coffee and to be 

among friends. òI know he is safe there 

and happy there,ó she said.  òI can let my 

guard down and relax myself.ó  She 

also told  me that one of the 18-year

-olds who has grown up at Hope 

comes and sits with her husband 

frequently.  òMy husband thinks he 

is helping  ôTimõ and ôTimõ thinks he 

is helping my husband!ó 

As we work to replicate the model of 

Hope Meadows nationwide, the 

focus of many of these communities 

will be on older youth who are dis-

connected from family and  commu-

nity.  That is different.  

But, in working with these youth, our 

primary focus will remain meeting 

their need for a deeply caring adult 

champion and for enduring suppor-

tive intergenerational relationships.  

It is meeting these needs which will 

be the measure of our success. 
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If the walls  throughout Hope Mead-

ows could talk, it would be interesting 

to hear what they had to say!  Fifteen 

years and longer, Iõve been working 

with Brenda Krause Eheart , but fif-

teen years for sure working for Gen-

erations of Hope and living at Hope 

Meadows.  In March, 1994, I began 

working in the office building at 1530 

Fairway Drive, sitting in the front office 

watching residents move in beginning 

in May, 1994.  Iõm listed  in the first 

newsletter published in the winter of 

1993-94 as one of the first three staff 

members, along with Penelope Soskin 

and Mary Jo McCann, who some of 

you remember started working in a 

store front in downtown Rantoul in 

October, 1993. 

There are countless memories from 

over the past 15 yearsñsome bring 

smiles to my face, some outright 

laughter, and some tears.  There are 

so many firstsñthe first seniors, first 

parents, first child placed at Hope, 

first adoption, first picnic, first fire 

truck ride, first death, first tea party, 

first quilt, first media event, etc. etc.  

So many memories, pictures, arti-

clesñenough to fill an enormous 

scrapbook that hopefully will continue 

to grow and more pages will be 

added.  I started a diary in 1997, but 

it only lasted a few years.  However, 

there is a lot of documentation in 

binders, reports, Seedlings, and  

Newsletters of the history and hap-

penings of the past 15 years.  I know 

many of our memories are different.  

Iõm going to list 15 memories of mine.  

These are in no particular order, just  

a few short memories of the past 

years: 

1. Getting a phone call from Brenda 

late July, 1993, saying we were in 

the State of Illinois budget and 

asking would I work with her. 

2. Our first intergenerational trip in 

June, 1996, to Washington, D.C., 

shaking the hand of the first lady 

and my first airplane ride! 

be nice for them to have a safe, 

more, accessible apartment to go 

to.  The Hope House would be an 

option they could consider.  The 

apartment must be handicapped 

accessible, large enough to move 

around in comfortably, and easy to 

maintain.  It would also be nice to 

have a community room where 

residents could congregate and 

chat as well as a dining room 

where they could enjoy their 

meals.  They could also eat in their 

apartment.  Rent and utilities should be 

comparable to what a resident is currently 

paying. 

We feel the seniors at Hope Meadows 

could benefit greatly from the Hope 

House, because of the close proximity to 

the Intergenerational Center, the kids, 

parents and other seniors in the neighbor-

hood,  It seems that the older we get, the 

more apt we are to be looking forward to 

enjoying the remainder of our days at 

Hope in an atmosphere that will make life 

easier for us, but still give us the feeling 

After 15 years, many of the seniors who 

have contributed to Hope Meadows 

neighborhood are finding it increasingly 

difficult to òage in placeó as their health 

and mobility decline.  For a few years, the 

concept of a òHope Houseó has been 

discussed.  This was first developed by 2 

seniors living at Hope Meadows.  A Hope 

House will provide an alternative housing 

arrangement for some of our seniors, 

enabling them to òage in communityó by 

moving into apartments at the heart of 

the neighborhood, and continuing to sus-

tain and be sustained by meaningful  

relationships until the end of life.  If all 

goes well, the governor of Illinois will sign 

the 2009-2010 budget which currently 

includes one million dollars to help estab-

lish the Hope House.  In the words of a  

couple of seniors, here is what they are 

thinking about the Hope House. 

When a senior resident of Hope Meadows 

is unable to live by him/herself, it would 

that we are contributing something to the 

program.  At Hope House we would still be 

able to interact with the kids, and  socialize 

with others in the community. 

Building the Hope House  will open up doors 

for seniors at Hope Meadows by giving them 

another choice to consider besides moving 

away to other assisted living facilities.  At this 

time, we are not aware of the time frame of 

getting the unit built, but more information will 

be forthcoming.   

 

Hope House 

If Walls Could Talk 

Proposed Hope House 

3. First Hope child to make the 

cheerleading squad   

4. Giving a young boy his first bike 

5. The day the twins left 

6. Sitting with Vera Meece as Pete 

passed away 

7. Finding Hal Heidbreder passed 

away in his sleep 

8. Our first 4th of July float 

9. Winning the Hometown Gover-

norõs Award 

10.  Answering the phone after the 

New York Times article hit the 

front page 

11. Every school event, graduation 

and funeral Iõve attended for 

Hope Meadows residents 

12. The opening of the IGC 

13. Going to the United Nations 

14. The joy and pride I feel as the 

children grow, move into new 

territory and that we continue to  




