
The year began with a Rose Bowl 

Party to watch the Fighting Illini 

football team lose to USC.  

On February 7 we celebrated Chi-

nese New Year with a special pro-

gram at the IGC. 

Black History Month brought a din-

ner at the Rantoul Rec Center, fol-

lowed by a skit about Martin Luther 

King and Kent Redmonõs reading of 

Kingõs òI Have a Dreamó speech. 

After weekly snow events in Febru-

ary, March brought spring to Hope 

Meadows, so all residents were 

able to get out a little more.  The 

basket-

ball court 

was very 

busy, and 

approxi-

mately 

30 chil-

dren en-

joyed 

hunting 

for Easter eggs. The weekly learning 

skills program, Hope All-Stars, con-

tinued with topics on nutrition and  

good food choices as well as per-

sonal care with about 17 children 

attending. 

Our community coffee speakers 

offered us insight on mentoring and 

a Life-long learning program 

through the U of I. 

Carolyn attended the ASA/NCOA 

2008 Annual Conference in Washing-

ton, D.C., along with David and Brenda.  

It was a great time for networking, as 

well as learning about new programs. 

April ended with a celebration for our 

volun-

teers 

during 

Na-

tional 

Volun-

teer 

Weekñ

April 27 

to May 3. Hope honored its volunteers 

with a salute in the newspaper, and a 

luncheon attended by 29 of them.  

This year was the first year 4 volunteer 

households were honored for reaching 

their òVested Interestó status, meaning 

theyõve lived in Hope Meadows 15 

years or given the program 5,000 

hours of approved volunteer time, and 

have reached the age of 77.  These 

households have contributed from  

5406 to 5760.75 hours! 

In busy May we entertained 3 visitors 

from Madeira Entertainment interested 

in developing a documentary.  

Eight children participated in summer 

baseball and softball.   

We had six graduatesñone youth 

graduated from high school and five 

from Junior High.  Bo Raab (above 

right) received two honorsñNational 

Junior Honor Society and Presidentõs 

Education Award. Then 13 youth with 6 

chaperones celebrated the com-

pletion of the All Stars program 

with 100% participation with a 

field trip to Six Flags near St. 

Louis. 

The month ended in a wonderful 

way with our 9th annual Ladies   

Tea. This yearõs theme was Mad 

Hatters.  Thirty-two ladies, ranging 

in age from 1 to 84, attended, in-

cluding Kristie and Kim Gottlieb 

(below) Seniors and parents deco-

rated the IGC as a beautiful color-

ful wonderland.  Many of the girls 

made their own hats.  
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We ended June on a happy note.  

On Wednesday, June 25, Makiya 

and Tyoun were adopted by their 

Hope family, Bernetta and Willie 

Woodard.  The whole process took 

a little less than a year. We cele-

brated with about 20 friends and 

neighbors supporting the Woodard 

family at the court house and then 

45 people joined them for a cele-

bration at the IGC.  We ended the 

month with our annual Luau.  

The Hope community again built a 

float for the Rantoul 4th of July 

parade (below).  This was pre-

ceded by a picnic at the pavilion 

on July 3.  We hosted local police 

and firefighters, and the event 

concluded with rides on the fire 

truck.  The month was filled with 

various summer activities: Free-

dom School, art camp, church 

camps, baseball and softball, 

youth football, 4-H camp, and oth-

ers.  As July came to an end, 

Joshua Canada, our special pro-

Grams coordinator led his last major 

activity,  Hope Olympics!  With an 

attendance of 37, the two-day camp 

concluded with an awards ceremony 

and a farewell for Josh.  

On July 30, 39 staff, seniors, par-

ents and children took a four-day 

trip to Memphis, where they enjoyed 

Graceland (the Memphis home of 

Elvis Presley) , the National Civil 

Rights Museum, the Peabody Ducks, 

(above) the Memphis Zoo and Mud 

Island.    

September started with our 3rd an-

nual community retreat.  Local 

speakers shared their knowledge 

about CASA, the Power of Volunteer-

ing, and Fetal Alcohol Spectrum Dis-

order.  Colleagues from out of state 

gave us their perspective on Con-

scious Aging and Parent-Child Inter-

actions.  An average of 26 parents 

and volunteers attended the two-

day event.   

We resumed our after- school pro-

gram on September 8.  Two staff 

members are planning and facilitat-

ing the activities this year.  The two 

hours are filled with homework help, 

Creative Expression, computer time, 

snack time and everyoneõs favorite, 

Bingo with Miss Anita! (below)   

With a grant from Community Foun-

dation of East Central Illinois, we 

installed a new tile floor at the IGC.  

This bright, shiny floor gives a new 

feel to the main room. 

An article in the New York Times 

prompted new calls from prospec-

tive volunteers 

and others 

interested in 

replication of 

the Hope vi-

sion in other 

places.  We 

also must con-

gratulate 

Brenda Eheart 

for receiving 

the Heinz 

Award for the 

Human Condi-

tion for her 

work helping to 

found Genera-

tions of Hope. 

As the weather began to cool in Oc-

tober, four community coffees, an 

old-fashioned sing-along,, and a 
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