
The year began with a Rose Bowl 

Party to watch the Fighting Illini 

football team lose to USC.  

On February 7 we celebrated Chi-

nese New Year with a special pro-

gram at the IGC. 

Black History Month brought a din-

ner at the Rantoul Rec Center, fol-

lowed by a skit about Martin Luther 

King and Kent Redmonõs reading of 

Kingõs òI Have a Dreamó speech. 

After weekly snow events in Febru-

ary, March brought spring to Hope 

Meadows, so all residents were 

able to get out a little more.  The 

basket-

ball court 

was very 

busy, and 

approxi-

mately 

30 chil-

dren en-

joyed 

hunting 

for Easter eggs. The weekly learning 

skills program, Hope All-Stars, con-

tinued with topics on nutrition and  

good food choices as well as per-

sonal care with about 17 children 

attending. 

Our community coffee speakers 

offered us insight on mentoring and 

a Life-long learning program 

through the U of I. 

Carolyn attended the ASA/NCOA 

2008 Annual Conference in Washing-

ton, D.C., along with David and Brenda.  

It was a great time for networking, as 

well as learning about new programs. 

April ended with a celebration for our 

volun-

teers 

during 

Na-

tional 

Volun-

teer 

Weekñ

April 27 

to May 3. Hope honored its volunteers 

with a salute in the newspaper, and a 

luncheon attended by 29 of them.  

This year was the first year 4 volunteer 

households were honored for reaching 

their òVested Interestó status, meaning 

theyõve lived in Hope Meadows 15 

years or given the program 5,000 

hours of approved volunteer time, and 

have reached the age of 77.  These 

households have contributed from  

5406 to 5760.75 hours! 

In busy May we entertained 3 visitors 

from Madeira Entertainment interested 

in developing a documentary.  

Eight children participated in summer 

baseball and softball.   

We had six graduatesñone youth 

graduated from high school and five 

from Junior High.  Bo Raab (above 

right) received two honorsñNational 

Junior Honor Society and Presidentõs 

Education Award. Then 13 youth with 6 

chaperones celebrated the com-

pletion of the All Stars program 

with 100% participation with a 

field trip to Six Flags near St. 

Louis. 

The month ended in a wonderful 

way with our 9th annual Ladies   

Tea. This yearõs theme was Mad 

Hatters.  Thirty-two ladies, ranging 

in age from 1 to 84, attended, in-

cluding Kristie and Kim Gottlieb 

(below) Seniors and parents deco-

rated the IGC as a beautiful color-

ful wonderland.  Many of the girls 

made their own hats.  

Winter 2008 

Our mission is to develop and sustain the intergenerational neighborhood, Hope Meadows, for 

adoptive families of foster children that promotes permanency, community, and caring relation-

ships, while offering safety and meaningful purpose in the daily lives of older adults. 
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We ended June on a happy note.  

On Wednesday, June 25, Makiya 

and Tyoun were adopted by their 

Hope family, Bernetta and Willie 

Woodard.  The whole process took 

a little less than a year. We cele-

brated with about 20 friends and 

neighbors supporting the Woodard 

family at the court house and then 

45 people joined them for a cele-

bration at the IGC.  We ended the 

month with our annual Luau.  

The Hope community again built a 

float for the Rantoul 4th of July 

parade (below).  This was pre-

ceded by a picnic at the pavilion 

on July 3.  We hosted local police 

and firefighters, and the event 

concluded with rides on the fire 

truck.  The month was filled with 

various summer activities: Free-

dom School, art camp, church 

camps, baseball and softball, 

youth football, 4-H camp, and oth-

ers.  As July came to an end, 

Joshua Canada, our special pro-

Grams coordinator led his last major 

activity,  Hope Olympics!  With an 

attendance of 37, the two-day camp 

concluded with an awards ceremony 

and a farewell for Josh.  

On July 30, 39 staff, seniors, par-

ents and children took a four-day 

trip to Memphis, where they enjoyed 

Graceland (the Memphis home of 

Elvis Presley) , the National Civil 

Rights Museum, the Peabody Ducks, 

(above) the Memphis Zoo and Mud 

Island.    

September started with our 3rd an-

nual community retreat.  Local 

speakers shared their knowledge 

about CASA, the Power of Volunteer-

ing, and Fetal Alcohol Spectrum Dis-

order.  Colleagues from out of state 

gave us their perspective on Con-

scious Aging and Parent-Child Inter-

actions.  An average of 26 parents 

and volunteers attended the two-

day event.   

We resumed our after- school pro-

gram on September 8.  Two staff 

members are planning and facilitat-

ing the activities this year.  The two 

hours are filled with homework help, 

Creative Expression, computer time, 

snack time and everyoneõs favorite, 

Bingo with Miss Anita! (below)   

With a grant from Community Foun-

dation of East Central Illinois, we 

installed a new tile floor at the IGC.  

This bright, shiny floor gives a new 

feel to the main room. 

An article in the New York Times 

prompted new calls from prospec-

tive volunteers 

and others 

interested in 

replication of 

the Hope vi-

sion in other 

places.  We 

also must con-

gratulate 

Brenda Eheart 

for receiving 

the Heinz 

Award for the 

Human Condi-

tion for her 

work helping to 

found Genera-

tions of Hope. 

As the weather began to cool in Oc-

tober, four community coffees, an 

old-fashioned sing-along,, and a 
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As I reflect over the past year, I am reminded of how busy and active weõve all been. Every month we 

have at least a half dozen activities, not to mention the after school program each day. A couple of 

highlights this year were the graduation of the junior high and high school students, and our summer 

trip to Memphis!  The youth at Hope Meadows are growing up and moving to new territory, and we 

continue to support their endeavors. We hope we are able to open doors of opportunity for them. 

The parents participated in a variety of conferencesñlearning, sharing, and helping others. The sen-

iors continue to be steadfast and helpful every step of the way. During the year we had five new sen-

ior households join our neighborhoodñone couple moving from Scottsbluff, NE. We continue to face 

many challenges, some disappointments, and sadness. This past year three of our oldest and long-

est living residents of Hope Meadows passed away. But I am most proud that we have weathered 

this, as well as other issues, together.  We can take pride that there is at least one person cheering 

us on each day and giving us encouragement, if not 50 some households!  Two questions I always 

come back to are:  Are we being part of the problem or part of the solution?  Are we building bridges 

or tearing them down?  I believe we are part of the solution by supporting community, nurturing 

hope, and embracing lives.  We are building bridges in our neighborhood, Hope Meadows, between 

the generations, sharing knowledge and experiences, and we are also helping others throughout the 

country build their bridges.  I am thankful each day for whatever small part Iõve played in the accom-

plishments and growth of the Generations of Hope program.  I am also thankful for all the support 

we receive throughout the year. Some of this support is truly amazing.  Some of your support has 

been there from the beginning. But there is still much to do. Each day brings a new challenge. We 

cannot do it without your financial support. Thank you in advance for your help.   What we have ac-

complished in 15 years gives us hope that we can do more, hope that we can make changes in peo-

pleõs livesñyoung and old.  Please keep us in your thoughts.   

Happy holidays to all!   

Carolyn 

 



GHDC Update 
Generations of Hope Development Corporation has been busy with a variety of activities, We  formed a new national Board of 

Directors and held our second national conference.  We are continuing to work with our sites and partners. 

Generations of Hope Development Corporation held a planning meeting for a new national Board of Directors in July of 2008, 

and the first official Board meeting was held in October.  The Board consists of members from across the country, and an-

other meeting is planned for December.  We look forward to working with our new Board on a national level to affect policy 

changes and to make our dream of a nationwide network of Generations of Hope Communities a reality.   

In addition, our second conference Generations of Hope Communities: Realizing the Power of People, was held on November 

12ñ13 with approximately 50 people in attendance.  Five Hope parents and five Hope seniors participated in the conference 

by being part of a panel discussion on what it is like to live at Hope Meadows.  Conference participants enjoyed hearing di-

rectly from the residents and reported being inspired by their stories. 

Seniors:  Jim & Judi Mott,  Irene Bohn,  Fran Biederman,  Effie King and Director Carolyn Casteel 

Parents: Debbie & Kenny Calhoun,  Willie & Bernetta Woodard,  Jeanette Laws and Director Carolyn Casteel 

We continue to work with potential replication sites and partners across the country, meet with visitors at Hope Meadows, 

and respond to inquiries on a regular basis.  Due to the recent media attention that Hope Meadows has received, the number 

of calls and emails has increased over the past few months.  We appreciate the interest and thank Generations of Hope and 

the residents of Hope Meadows for their willingness to meet and share their stories with those interested in creating a Gen-

erations of Hope Community elsewhere. 

In October, Brenda Krause Eheart received the Heinz Award for the Human Condition (See picture on page 2).  She attended 

the awards ceremony in Philadelphia on October 21 to receive her award.  In addition, Brenda was also named an Ashoka 

Fellow.  Ashoka is an international organization that recognizes social entrepreneurs.  GHDC staff members congratulate 

Brenda on her well-deserved awards!   
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a field trip to Hardyõs Reindeer Ranch 

to pick out pumpkins kept everyone 

active.  

On October 21, Vera Meece, a resi-

dent since June 1994, passed away.  

Vera loved to hand out popsicles to 

the children, and will be sorely 

missed. (See picture on p. 4) 

A Hallow-Vest (Halloween/Harvest) 

party on a bright 

sunny day 

brought the busy 

month to a close.  

Nearly 60 people, 

30 of them chil-

dren, enjoyed a 

hot dog roast, 

hay rack rides, 

costume and 

pumpkin con-

tests, pin-the-head-on-the-scarecrow, 

potato sack races, and other activi-

ties.  Kristie Gottlieb won the adult 

costume contest. (above) 

On October 31, Hope Meadows was 

featured on the NBC Nightly News as 

a safe place for children at risk. 

In November many of our residents 

attended the Generations of Hope 

Communities: Realizing the Power of 

People conference in Oakbrook, IL, 

for people interested in replicating 

the vision of Hope in other parts of 

the country and the world.  (Pictures 

on insert) 

Also this month we 

honored veterans 

and observed Na-

tional Adoption 

Month with a 

Crock Pot Cook-

off.  (Yum!)  Shana 

Calhoun (left) read 

her very moving  

paper on adoption  

Later that month 

National Reading 

Night found a professional story-

teller sharing stories with the chil-

dren.  The Veronica Keating Memo-

rial Library in the IGC was also open 

for that event ñ Miss Linda was 

able to get quite a few books 

checked out that evening. 

November ended on a sad note with 

the passing of Mrs. Margie Davis  

She had served Hope neighborhood 

as a crossing guard, helped with the 

mailing of the Hope Herald, and was 

the very first Hope librarian. See 

picture on page 4)  She and her late 

husband Elmer moved to Hope 

Meadows in December of 1994. 

Under the guidance of Miss Anita, 

some of the teen girls decorated a 

tree at the Chanute Air Museum. 

(above)  

Various holiday parties closed the 

year. Dominique DõOro and Miranda 

Guyer (below) provided instrumental 

music for the Holiday Party under 

the direction of Miss Karla.  Santaõs 

appearance was the high point of 

the whole party. 
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Ayden visits with Santa 

May your New Year be filled with peace 

and prosperity.   

Warm winter greetings from Hope 

Meadows. 

Jasmine and Shana also enjoy the 

chance to tell Santa what they would 

like for Christmas.   

Fran gets a hug from Santa 


